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Forty projects to receive funding

THE WAIKATO RIVER AUTHORITY WILL ALLOCATE $4.4 MILLION TO A 
FURTHER 40 PROJECTS TO HELP CLEAN UP THE WAIKATO AND WAIPA 
RIVER CATCHMENT FOLLOWING ITS LATEST FUNDING DECISIONS.

MESSAGE FROM 
THE CE
As we get close to the end of 
the year it is timely to reflect 
on 2016 from the Authority’s 
perspective.

A satisfying highlight was the 
presentation of the first Five 
Year Report to our appointers, 
the Crown and five river iwi, on 
the progress of the Authority. 
The report, which also contained 
the inaugural Report Card for 
the Waikato and Waipa River 
catchments, has been well 
received.

A second noteworthy milestone 
for the catchment this year was 
the notification of the Waikato 
Regional Plan Change: Healthy 
Rivers Wai Ora. This plan change 
is crucial for the health and 
wellbeing of our rivers. Public 
submissions are now being 
accepted prior to hearings and 
the adoption of the finalised 
plan change. I would urge all 
with an interest in seeing a 
better outcome for our rivers to 
participate in the plan change 

process in the months ahead.

Lakes and wetland projects are a major 
feature of the funding with 20 projects 
related to restoration of wetlands and 
lakes across the Waikato River and 
Waipa River catchments.
Authority Funding Manager Keri 
Neilson says the high number of 
projects successfully funded is an 
indication of the strength of funding 
applications received this year.
“The Authority has been particularly 
pleased to see a high level of 
collaboration between groups and 
organisations in successful projects 
this year. It has been our experience 
that these sorts of projects are well 
delivered and offer the best outcomes 
for the river,” she says.
One of the larger projects to receive 
funding this year involves the 
restoration of a gully wetland which 
has multiple land owners. The Tangirau 
Wetland is a 43 hectare area in the 
lower Waipa area and will receive just 
over $300,000 in funding that will 
enable enhanced water quality and 
biodiversity.

The Authority is also funding a project 
this year to investigate options 
for land use change in the upper 
Waipa catchment. Following on 
from work currently underway on a 
comprehensive whole-of-catchment 
Restoration Strategy, the project 
will investigate different land uses 
and how these might be achieved 
financially. 
The latest funding announcements 
are for the 6th funding programme to 
be carried out by the Waikato River 
Authority. To date 210 projects have 
received Authority funding of more 
than $31.5 million.
A full list of 2016 projects are on 
the Authority website at www.
waikatoriver.org.nz/funded-projects

Pictured: Lake Ngapouri in the upper 
Waikato catchment will be one of the 
beneficiaries from 2016 funding. Lake 
Ngapouri is included in the Te Arawa 
Lakes Trust project for fencing, weed 
control and planting.



Annual tournament brings focus on 
koi carp
THE 2016 WORLD KOI CARP CLASSIC WAS HELD 
NEAR HUNTLY AT THE END OF OCTOBER WITH 
POOR WEATHER CONDITIONS MAKING THE 
BOW-HUNTING EVENT MORE DIFFICULT THAN 
USUAL.

There were 48 entries this year and a total of 1237 
koi carp were taken from the Waikato River and 
nearby streams and lakes.

The Waikato River Authority Cup for the heaviest 
carp was won by Angus McMillian with a 6.56 kilo 
fish.

Disposal of the koi, and the other pest fish shot 
during the two-day event, was made easier this year 
with the help of the Waikato Regional Council.

The two and a half tonnes of koi were processed 
into fertiliser at the bio-digester run by the Council 
at Lake Waikare. The digester was built with funding 
help from the Authority.

Bruno David from the Waikato Regional Council says 
the fertiliser produced from the koi and other pest 
fish is processed into pellets which are then used in 
native planting projects.

He says the high nutrient value of fertiliser 
has proved particularly effective in sand dune 
plantings.

The development of the Restoration Strategy for 
the Waikato and Waipa River catchments continues 
to make strong progress with a key focus on 
technical and stakeholder workshops.

The Restoration Strategy is being developed 
through units including Upper Waikato River; 
Waipa; Central and Lower Waikato and Shallow 
Lakes. Work stream areas include fish, sediment, 
water quality, biodiversity, access and recreation 
and iwi priorities.

Workshops have recently been held with subject 
matter experts on biodiversity, fish habitat 
rehabilitation and erosion and sedimentation. 

These workshops are resulting in key projects being 
identified for environmental restoration in the 
Upper Waikato and Lower Waikato catchments.

The Restoration Strategy project will see a five 
to 15-year action plan for the protection and 
restoration of the Waikato and Waipa Rivers.

The Strategy is intended as a restoration guide 
by identifying priority locations and actions in 
consultation with catchment stakeholders.

Restoration Strategy update

Left: Waikato Regional Council’s Bruno David with 
fertiliser pellets made from koi carp. 

Above: Angus McMillian with the Waikato 
River Authority trophy won for his 6.56 
kilo koi carp.



Maungatautari wetland restoration
- stage one complete 

THE FIRST EVER WAIKATO 100 ENDURANCE 
ROWING RACE ON THE WAIKATO RIVER TOOK 
PLACE LAST MONTH SUPPORTED BY THE 
WAIKATO RIVER AUTHORITY.

A group of hardy rowers took on part of New 
Zealand’s longest river for a rowing event that aims 
to spread the message of the importance of clean 
waterways.

The event was organised by Trans-Atlantic and 
World Rowing Championship silver medialist Rob 
Hamill. “The Waikato River is one of the most 
intensively used in New Zealand and though 
increasingly more is being done to keep it clean, 
there is further work to do and we can’t take it for 
granted,” he says.

The short lead-in time for the inaugural event 
meant there were not enough participants for the 
ultimate, 100km challenge but a small number of 
crews took part in the event’s 50km option. Two 
eights and a quadruple sculls were joined by two 
waka ama, boats based on traditional Polynesian 
outrigger craft and regularly raced in New Zealand.

Linda Bond was in the mixed masters eight that won 
the event in three hours and 32 minutes. They had 
originally wanted to do the full 100km but, with a 
lack of other entries, did the 50km version instead. 
She says it was immensely satisfying to compete in 
the challenge.

Rob Hamill says while numbers were limited in 
this first year, the very first Ironman competitions 
drew only a few competitors. He hopes that as 
word spreads more rowers and clubs will add the 
Waikato 100 to their plans as a way of celebrating 
the importance of the river.

A little over a year ago, Gully 3 on our dairy farm at 
Maungatautari was just like any other gully on the 
farm. Stock teetered on the edge of its steep sides; 
sidlings, they’re called. It was used to graze beef 
animals, as their sturdy frames can handle the tricky 
contours. Although it was good for our heavy, stocky 
animals, it wasn’t good for the eroding land, or its wet 
gully floor.

It’s our view that it’s land that’s better put to other 
use, such as honey production. Bees love to feast on 
our native flower-producing trees and shrubs, which 
can be planted in these areas, thereby restoring their 
productive value. As of a month ago, a cluster of 
beehives line the neighbouring paddock, facing north 
towards a lot of rich foraging.Today Gully 3 is in the 
quiet, first stages of growth. Its five-plus hectares 
were planted with a blend of trees to benefit both 

the riparian and wetland areas. The gully slope now 
grows cabbage trees, harakeke (flax) and manuka. The 
wetland area has cabbage trees, giant umbrella sedge, 
rautahi (cutty grass), harakeke (flax) and toetoe.

In a few more short years its rank grass, pampas, 
gorse and willows will be gone and a diverse, 
curated blanket of native flora will be flourishing. Its 
introduced pests will be controlled and birds, bees and 
local eels will thrive. However, the biggest difference 
is that nutrients from our dairy farm will not be 
contaminating the river to the same extent as they 
may have in the past.

Funding from the Authority has been critical to this 
project’s progress. A further stage has been confirmed 
and is due to commence this coming summer. To keep 
up to date, visit: ourlandofmilkandhoney.com

Rowers take on lower Waikato River

Members of the mixed master eight which took out the 
inaugural Waikato 100 rowing event last month.

By Gina WIlliams



Ngati Haua Mahi Trust give support 

to their AGM presentation.
Paul Smith (Waikato Regional Council) and Te Maapi Simich-Pene (Ngati Haua Mahi Trust) catching up at the AGM.

Strong turn-out for AGM

Cindy Baker (NIWA) and Keri Thompson 

(Ngati Haua Mahi Trust) two of the project 

presenters at the AGM.

WRA 2016 Annual Report

THERE WAS A STRONG TURN-OUT OF IWI 
AND PROJECT PARTNERS FOR THE WAIKATO 
RIVER AUTHORITY’S 2016 ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING, THIS YEAR HELD IN OTOROHANGA.

This was the sixth AGM to be held by the Authority 
and covered the year up until 30 June 2016.

Authority co-chairs Tukoroirangi Morgan and Hon 
John Luxton said it was very appropriate to hold 
the organisation’s AGM in the Maniapoto area 
(one of the five river iwi making up the Authority 
together with the Crown) as there is considerable 
focus on restoration work in the Waipa River 
catchment.

More than 50 people attended the meeting. As well 
as hearing a financial summary and highlights from 
the year, the meeting heard presentations from 
three Waikato River Authority project partners 
being NIWA, Ngati Haua Mahi Trust and Maniapoto 
Maori Trust Board.

Other Authority highlights of the year included:

• Presentation of Five Year Report: The 
presentation of the Authority’s first Five Year 
Report to the Crown and River iwi took place in 
March this year.

• Report Card published: The publication of the 
inaugural and interim Report

• Card on the health and wellbeing of the 
Waikato and Waipa Rivers was completed.

• Progress on Restoration Strategy: The 
identification of sites and projects for the 
Waipa catchment has been completed. 
Identification of priority locations for 
restoration in the upper Waikato is also 
underway.

• Fifth funding round: Thirty two new projects 
and one existing project received a total of $5 
million.

• Growth in Authority Investment Fund: The 
total amount in the Authority investment fund 
increased by $8.6m to a total $49.7m in the 
year to 30 June 2016. 

The Waikato River Authority has published its 2016 Annual 
Report. The document is available online at
www.waikatoriver.org.nz/key-documents

If you would like a hard copy of the document, this is available 
by contacting the Authority on 07 839 7966 or emailing
enquiries@waikatoriver.org.nz


